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I am the Girl of my Dreams

| am Tina, the outrage. [ am the Girl of my dreams
I"ve come from then to this day, life long from childhood dreams
And now have my feminine way. [ am the girl of my dreams.
Art and music my bliss and my joy, a science freak wiz-kid besides
From when [ was just a little boy had also the intellectual prize

| am Tina, the outmgecus. [ am the girl of my dreams.
As a hippy, | was contagious, wore net stockings with seams
Oh, 1 wish it was like that, but | was a closet case
In my cross-dresser hat, | never showed my face

But now I"m fiilly legal, female *round the clock
Lots of clothes with fancy label, wit a clothing stock.
A thousand dollars at least and more, from mostly the thrift store,
Beautiful as never ever before, exciting clothes galore

Churned and burned, turnad and spurned by the "bom-again™ fundamentalist craze,

Diark night of my soul, brought down 5o low, wretched torment those days
From the darkness sought sanity, fought my way from calamity
Struggled for reality, not crude vanity, found God, REAL spinheality

Forbidden childhood aspiration now a realized occupation,
Diligently strove for reclamation now a fulfilling recreation,
I play hot Spanish guitar, a favonie in a certain friendly bar

AT Stephanie’s one entertaining night, a local singer was drunk so tight
He called me a goddess, | heard him right, 0 in his cups that sultry night
Weeks later at his singing gig. he spotted me with my flute
He said “Tina, come up'bere, ya dig?™ another chance for me to tool
He sang “At last™, a sultry love tune, | played my best, made it croon,
Al song's close “That's Tina", he bragged, both of us golden, in the bag.

One time at 4 bus stop waiting, & guy stopped for me in a car
Was it for me? | was debating. He poked his head out, said “Are you going far?”
Was this guy on the make? He'd mistaken me for another
The advantage I did take, “Am | crazy?" [ was aflutter

It's OK, my fears did abate. Small talk cased my agitation

In my driveway he asked for a date. Was he thinking procreation”

“No thanks, I'm staying loose and free™. To my calf his hand meandered
“0h well, you got nice legs ™ He said and let me go unhampered
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doing an interview; call Steve Perlard |
at 4821112 for details

and arrangements.
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Called my friend Ciurml.[, we girl talked on the *phooe
Had some stuff to tell, can’t always be alone.
What"s “girl talk™ anyway, just expressing what we feel
What happened the other day, what're we doing to be real

I buy my clothes ai thrift stores like “sally” and those places,
City Mission with vanety galore, none of those pricy rt races
For pennies [ buy great threads which do tumn people’s heads,

From women an approving smile, and men [ do beguile

Hey gils, check out foottraffic com, it's on the internet
Tights and hose so very graphic, a variety, the best yet

Une of my singing diva fniends wants o see my closet.
Three of us are co-diva musicians.

We're hot, we're now, and we're in the spotlight,
We raise the rool withoul mumtions
Stephanie’s on the Park, [ play flute,

Joye and Lanette sing.

We're the rage. It's a lark when we do our thing.

I"'m Tina, the outrageous, and I'm contagious, | am the girl of my dreams
MNow [ feel blessed, not outrageously messed,
As in those religious guilt days.

| found God from out of the fog, with loving and beautiful schemes
Now [ can make it, never sgain hate it,
And nghtly give God highest praise.

I'm Tina unquestionably, girl of my dreams | pm
Won over all the rest of me, verse and meter | cram
It just powrs out of me, it seems 3000 111 have a book,
Of 1 nm the Girl of my Direams™, you can all have a look.

iOf course there's so much more 1o know than merely threads and fetish
The satisfaction of your soul, decp understanding to relish.
We're all both genders deep within, known throughout the ages
Tons more beneath the skin filling far more than these pages
The Kabala, Yoga and Zen, deep wisdom from of old
Take the time to meditate and then, such understanding to behold
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saveral grea transfolx have already contacted, and recor |§ Tnterviews with, oral historian Steve Periard for the
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Trangender Oral History Projoct. This is a groundbreaking project that is recording interviews of the perscnal

expariences and perspectives of many local trannies for use as a special radio program and for historic archives.

Steve is a great interviewor and he makes it a comfortable, conveniont and spocial exporience. '




it's all there, in's really so, rescarch does ever find
Ewer decper inward go, tap your soul and your mimnd.
The architecture of the soul, ever deeper layers of you
Intuitrvely you will know, deep peace will be there too.

Crur culture is 30 sick, RO spintuality.
Blind ignorance so thick, religion is & calamity
Real spirituality is so simple, all denved from caring
Just care, that alone is ample, and joy you will be sharing,

Ah, have | been standing on my soapbox, raving and imploring?
Sound like I'm demanding. ranting "bout inner exploning
Oh well, I know “Tt was there™ as Sir Edward said of Everest,
And 1 have been “there™ within to share with the rest of us

Past midmight, so well past, repose to me is calling
Sated by Muses ot last, to sleep I will be falling
[ ded my creatrve wiarl, tomormow’'s another day
Of my dreams, | am the girl 0 go my outrageous way.
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A 25 Year Reunton

Look at Mother MNature on the run in the 1970"s.
| was lying in a burned out basement with a full moon in my window
There was a band playing in my head, I felt like getting high
I was thinking sbout what a friend had said and hoping it was a lic

Mow 25 years later | know it wasn't & lie, he is now a she
We were young and confused and played the grown up game
We produced two children that grew up in a strange life
As a mother | was not accusiomed to the waves of reality
My life was only a dream of stories that always failed

I was young and trying 1o make the best of my time
Trying to live up to others expectations, | failed as they knew | would
They saw no one in me, | was a waste of society, | was apart
| have a friend | have never seen; only love can break your heart
Lost to the cause of purple haze, [ was only on a high
Looking for the ultimate refuge, | found God

But whose God did | find? Not mine, nof yours, just theirs
And once again my life didn't fit the mold, it was their religion not mine
Everyone is going out and having fun, | am a fool for staying home
But staying home is my life; | have a home finally in these woods
I live apart from the world, but live in my own religion now
Mo one judges me for they know not that | exist

There must be someway that | can lose these lonesome blues
| can®t get over how my life has ended, in peaceful misery
. ~Why am [ depressed and unable to forge foreword?
L‘uldhmiwhppin.u_’cn the moming sun, don't et it bring you down,
It's only castles bumning; see the river of sight, just a waste of my life
Find someone who is tuming and | will come around.

Flying away with me in timber songs of wildemess
When you dance with wolves you ean really love
When you sing with birds you can really see
When | sail away | won't come back
MNow that you found yourself losing your mind
Finding what once was real is gone and changing

JoMo Wolfgirl

I know I can do better than this

In mv words 1 play the keys of my keyboard
Sounding like a broken record
| feel the piano under my fingers never 1o play
I have no harmony or hune of my own

| start to say, but hold things o bay
| trigger thoughis to be caughl on paper
Mever to really say the thoughts
My mind strays

I keep writing for my future
Hoping that someone will give me o break
Only to find oul they are after what they can inke
I give it freely 10 everyone

Voices are in my head

I feel spent
In luxwry of my heart and mind
1 keep all behind

It is time to send the love to thoas that tried
Sitting in silence [ hide
Listening to the tune of my mind
Fearing | am lost o any kind

Looking for that rose with no thomns
It is cheap and unkind

| fear the darkness and [ am blind
I Fear the wrning of day

I beat my drum and hum & une

Of days gone by and nights too soon
1 waich the sun set and rise
Another day of my demise
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A life of being different

15 8 lonely life indecd

Mever really frusting anyone

to know who vou really ane

All the time wanting it to end

and sometimes you go to far

you almost make it

Only to wake up fecling that

you are a filure even at death

A soul forever o endure wunnest

A lot of crying in secret

Giod fiorbid anyone should knosw

that you have weaknesses

They might find out your secret

and your cover would be blown

S0 many hours spent in s21f loathing

80 that you really were never able

io enjoy life

S0 much 50 yvou decide (o take a wife
Hoping she would change everything

50 that you may be able to endure

only to be dissappombed

when you tell ber your secret

now its not just your life in ruin

but also hers

All you were ever doing was irying

1o find & place in this life

1o find one litile part of happiness

Ciod knows you would never hurt your wifie
But that weighs too now heavily on vour soul
You feel that perhaps 10 stop all the madness
It may be time for evervone 1o know

It becomes a time of elation of pain and remorse
and reflechons of things you would change if you
could

but time has already takon its course

Your revelation becomes painful

with more lonliness at hand

because most will refise 1o belicve

that you are a woman ,because you look like & man
S0 you spend every waking momend

trying to please them by changing your face
your walk and your talk

soon you begin to find your place

And although you really enjoy

the changes that arc made

theres a pan inside that feels betrayed

by the fact you were forced

1o lot others rule the best pan of your life
and the decisions you made

were out of anger , fear and stnfe

things should have been different

and no matter how great they may become

| can never forget that | am one of the lonely ones
Ariel

THE INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR
GENDER EDUCATION
IFGE is an information provider and clearinghouse for
referrals about all things which are transgressive of es-
tablished social gender norms. Basic membership is $35
per year. Subscriptions to Transgender Tapestry are $40.
For more info phone (781) 899-2212, e-mail info@ifge.org,
write to: [FGE. PO Box 540229, Waltham, MA 02454-

ANYWHERE
We used o brag sbout
How we could go anywhers
Mol like thoss ity Irannies
Lashed 5p
in thair comiortable ghatton
Or at the Undvarsity
Whars by law Ao one s 8ol
To look st them cross-ayed....

{Tha real worid
B min't Bka that, frend...)

Tha thres of us, Jsnmy and |,
And eemmtimas Amarda
Crulsing around
In the blg ol dented Cadillac
Wondaring whers our ninw Fees would
Taks us;

Harmanally imvigorated,
Bearing brard new deivers lloenses
And all the poasibilites
of our narw ganders.....

We sdarted sut in the worsd dives bar
n Capftals
| spmmanded the giebos
And tha table
For o least & manth or two;

“I'm gamna hand you my car ey
i | giva you tha aignal
run across the sirest
and call S411°
we snded up ok
but decided parhaps
thrl wasn't the beed place
for us
after all.....

wamrualiy
w ended up 8t
tha local gay bar

but wars

itaroienual crowd;
this bio chicha

arvd in thal bar,
net aven the crmas dMEsses
would stand up
for usl

Firsally | got tired of spemnding
Mty Batwrday nights in 8 foxhols
Mot that jenrry isn't gorgesus
#And she makas me proud

the frat boye used bo like to
Yoll ot us In front of the gay Bar:
“Hey, Tom and Jerry!™ and call us both
faggot whils thars was riever & Bowncar,
no suppor o be found;
few sver hesiiaied io haress, lsogh, and meck. ...
chipping sway 8t aur relstionahip
with ihe oubside world,

danny had bought ma § brand new pool cus
In Housion
Viith the money she'd mads

Bui | just don't want to go out
Paricdl
Jenary still geos to the bars with har
My girifriang

‘Who looks just ke fher
Bt litiie aller
They ame both gorgeous,
Lik@ issnage pirls
Ehviry comss hioims drunic snd el ma
The cccasional horror story
Faung toys getting into fight siancs
Man yalling out of car windcws
And | indl tham
Sy didn't you call ma? | could
have shawsd up
and hicked some gl Feally!™

Haw | have managed o pace
N'ﬁw.-ﬂmm
Kot to mention the leve of this beautiful waman
Having nevar samed any of i,
Fil naver know




nylons, Llnc.
Advice for Female to Male Transsciualy
The Trafficiad don't get him started
Whenever reuniting :
.+ don't mentlon those things
With old feminist friends that would press the button
A h_"’ ":H'"..“" There’s a legend hereabouts e
concerning a commuter headed for vemis or mars
o3 (that Is, O infinitely on his way. ﬂ: el
re you became & man sparkls
and realized you His existence is wholly one of _ rpfebrredon
knew it all) commutation. He is mythically in transit, 1iks a fairy tale
the ones you ﬂmth Wm:ﬁ;-du vishes
en '
mmﬂn;:hrhl:nuhh en-routed into Kafka County on 1ikm a1l those impossible happenings
o with the Sisyphus Tollway, thence thisgs that cost never be

Back in the witchy days along the Mobius Viaduct, which fn Chat "Othec® aletases
while patriarchy tectered, trnuhm _tmhu"i s

always connects to the Escher Freeway. et

£ ot leged lons
always Slﬂm"“m“ L those titillating things
always that women say
meet them in s public place thoas sexy things thoy do

because no matter Lf you don't want the mercury
g s s e T
#0 all of thoss
for a castrating Moonsicle WAL Shnt Bave. o wais
for another launch date
Christopher Robin scome dreans 9o on
forever
Jomeph Verrilll
Ee
I’ll meet you where honzon | ; . e C I Will Need To 5ee Some LD.
catches a nde with freeway e g
and There tells Here where to go. \ Eia o
d .
issioner of ] i | P I looked at rain the way
The Commissioner &sphfn.lt e A <t o ey
will snip a nbbon, a way will - P L “ '

l_l. rm

open, and we'll commute on Me-ness. Me-nicity.

e e \‘E’U ﬁm 'E':‘il VG-

1 : ‘ a free throw, an interval,
tri-planes, trains and schooners a lion’s tooth in savanna dust,
5 e | blood on a bird's tongue.
mm‘mmﬂwws;;iibmﬂh F““% e Schenectady Gender Alternative meets Now | am another me,
i : A other, agamn
Aloag ot A monthly socially at a swank Sch'dy T““ » s oo
W In-np;l:r.
we'll be late and early club. For info call 518-863-2783 or i
hlfllll al once, nearing and go to genderalternative.com.
disappearing. Together!
Hans Ostrom

ironweed Collective meeting. 58

SELF DESCRIBED “JEWISH BITCH" fmhaﬁﬂrﬁw;#i'm Grand 5t., Albany. Mondays, 7 PM:
Wﬁw&?ﬁw i The Ironweed Collective is organiz-
WHO COMSORTS WITH SUGH NOTORIOUS NOTABLES AS MYKEL ing a space at 98 Grand 5t., which
mnﬁ" n:“iﬁ&-. ﬂhﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁ En‘:'nmﬂ will be a meeting space for activists
e b 171 SO ENECTADY. bW and community members, a library,
YORK 12301 and an artists’ workshop, including
b fﬁ.’.":.."“ E;Ta_qmﬁhu:uh et Em::nﬁﬁw a music studio. 436-0929.
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<Charlend
<TCDO@yuhoogroups. com>
Saturday, January 03, 2004 1240 PM
[TCDO] RecTG friendly

It has been an issue with a lot of people over the years in the TG community about places such as
restaurants’ hair salons, stores etc. that are trans friendly. [f you are an out TG individual wether you are
a crossdresser, trassexual or whatever, it should not matter where you go, if you are spending moncy
there, they,(the businesses) have no right to complain about ones apperances or voice. If you are
confident to go 1o any business as T, you already know that you might be interacting with people who
are from the general population. If you are unsecure or lack confidence, bring a friend with you when
you go out, or don't go out af all. If people have a problem, it is their problem, not yours. We did not
chose to be the way we are, we just are, there is no denying that to ourselves, and even if we try it will
resurfasce and the urge will be stronger later on. By trying to repress your emotions and true self it only
hurts yourself We are unique individuals who are special people who need to break down the barriers of
predjudice, bigotry, and hatred. We need to be strong &s no one can be strong for us. [t is up to us &3
individuals and a8 8 community to change other people’s preceptions of who and what we are. The only
way o do this is to be visible and out. | know that being out is not for everyone, bat it ts easier o be out
than to hide. 1f we are out it makes it easier for others if those among us who are willing 1o make the
steps toward change do so. So instead of trying to find that which is trans friendly, be a friendly Trans
and break down societies barriers. Be bold - be beautiful - be strong! 1

i

7y

| had been pondening this query over the holidays and | second Charlene's comments.
| have yet to encounter 8 TG unfriendly business establishment.

If your are dressed appropriately, smile, and are friendly and polite (amazingly, lhﬂ:ﬂﬂﬂﬂ:lplrtnmn—
TGs too), you'll be treated just fine. *

Use common sense: ] personally wouldn't venture alone into & sports bar late st night duning Monday
Night Football, but [ expect lots of GGs wouldn't either...,

We really do build our own prisons/ghetios.
Lydu

1 1
wBUILDING A DYNAMIC ¢ >
TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY
S S o cATLS
O {COLORED AMERICAN TRANSGENDER SOIETY)
UNITY Today a3 & Transgender, we believe in chasge . if we atick together change wil
CARING- EMPATHIZING- Tas
HELPING- WORKING TOGETHER- A\ We meet every 1™ and 3" Thursday of each

,;? SUCCEEDING month, 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Fighting faas, shame & sall-hatred, 1
pred commisnily and domastic abuse & wiolancs |

At Whitney M. Young, Jr.

At i L CEW R CASAL

FRIDAY, NOV. 14, TPM

s Ay Gander Propect

Health Center

Lark and Astor Drives
Albany, Mew York 12207

2t Cokpes] Amerrar Trarmgercer hocsly
o I Cr O Voo

SOCIAL JUSTICE CENTER

For more lafor. Call {S18) 4854771 ext. 411 Mr. H. Davis
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video of the Nov. 2003 gathering of dozens
of local trans folk representing 9 groups
discussing a bit of everything. $10 dona-
tion to Trannies In Love P.0.Box 171

Schenectady NY 12301. e kg Vo iy e




Unprecadented Wask of Transgendes Activism in Nation's Capéal

A bit of history ocourmed the end of April snd aady May. Thres national ranspandcer o pender-diversa civil rights
organizations lobbied Capiol Hill simultaneously and, for the first time, all lobbied for the same issues. In
addition, yel ancthir rejuvenated national group conducted jts first organized probest in years, and still anofher
orpancabon conducisd a manch 1o the Viet Nam Velerans' Memorial, and conducted & histonc wraath laying

Coaition (NTAC) scheduled an organtzed fransgender lobbying effort on
Aprid 29 - 30 thai drew participants from the four comars of the country, In addiion, GenderPAL convened its
own organioed gander lobbying event, and tha NaSonal Canter for Transgender Equaity joined in with membars
of both groups (0 make visls a8 wall,

NTAC alona visited over 340 offices during &s week on Capitol Hill

Mows from Capibol Hill Lobby Days wes mixed. On e plus side, the magonty of thoss few GOF sponsors of
ENDA and Hate Crimes thal wers reporiedly reuciant 10 suppor transgender-inciusive legisiation, now appear o
be suppodtive of Bhw addiional language.

On tha negative side, the perennial gatokeepers 10 transgender rights stll neod more “tme™ and “educabion™ As
one Senate staffer said, it would be immensely helphul™ for us 1o get the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) on
board, and a Houss siaffer bolsbered i, saying their office would "Be thers in & minute - but ©s not our bill. You

read Barmeay [Frank D-MA), you nead HRC ®

“All of tha hard-sall e transgender community was ghvan aboul Bamey Frank and HRC chamipianing owr causs
frorm Bhair cwn press and from those they ensted o pass along have bean nothing mons e dlusen,™ sad &
markadly Gsappointed Vanessa Edwards Foster. "Wa're now Eaiihlesa n ihese seil-appointed corservaions of

our rights.”

'nhmmcmﬂmwmunwﬂwfmmﬂmhm
phu- Transsacual Menats, & nalionsl setivist groug begun by Dentsa Norris and Rili Wilchins in 1584, fell inb

mnnﬂrmﬂhmm Racantly resumechad by Gwan Smith, the ghiup organizsd
a protest of the Human Rights Campaign - its first demonsiration in yeans

Ethan Si Piame, doow 15 ko the organization’s nations
haadquariers, members of NTAC and GendaerPAC, as wall as unaffiisted prolastens, ) am aiso vary
groud o have stood thene i frond of HRC's office building with olher folks from around the community wha @
mmmm:ﬂmmn“mnﬂu}mﬂn#ﬂmhﬂ#ﬁh&ﬂﬂﬂ
s T paopin,” 5t Pisrme said of the demonsiration.

=1 was shocked thal HRC would be suprsed thal Transsaxusl Menace would prolast their offics,” ha sdded. "This
angered me aimost 88 much aa wivy we were protesing™

Capping the wesek of unprecedented sclivily, Irensgendened mililany weismns alo conducted a histons frst march
o varkous miltany shines.  The Transgendar Amancan Velarans' Assocation (TAVA) orpanized @ march o tha
Wid Ham Velerans' Memonal Wall, & visd to the hwo Jima monumend, and fintshang with a hstoric wrasth-kanng
caremony at ihe Tomb of the Linkngsn Soldiar

“Transgander paopls who had mads hisiony befors In the heal of baltles fought n foregn (anids, wars wery Beens
ihat this was andathar historc momant that thay waere & part of " sasd Angais Brightfeather, ofganicer for the TAVA,
march. T ]hs tima, hey wene dodng it with lotal honesty and price, not having 1o hide who they realy wene.
Brightieather added thal evweryone who participaied felt iha “historic impact™ of the evenl

The solamn wisaih-laying ceramany was notabile; being e firs! wisath sver Lsid that publicly acknowledged
transgandened vedarans.

Crreradl, tha webak of activity and coondination was a significant edvanca i the T movamenl As the
igroups bakon @ second ook at thedr findings. following the walarshed wesl, the community i in the process of
asseasing whare (he moweman] Qoes nat

Founded in 1999, NTAC - the Mational Transgender Advocacy
working to establish and mairdasn the nght of all transgendensd,
work withoud fear of violence or discrimination

Coalition - hiW!ﬂHﬂdﬂrﬂﬂw
intersexed, and gendec-variant peopés io ive and

It seems that every-
one has some sort
of opinion about
something. Write
about it and let the
world know what
you think. TIL is
always looking for
pood wriling.

Send your submissions to:
Trannies In Love, P. O. Box 171
Schenectady NY 12301
—ur-.
E-mail your text-only submission to
tranny(@tranniesinlove.com

What Transgendered

People Should Know

Caplial Heglon
Anti-Violence

Project

IF YOUR PARTNER...

» physcally AALREES BufGIERTY OF MEd.
cally altmred body pars

= Hails you Bhal you ane nal @ “real” man
or “real” woman

= fidcules your dress, mannonsms,
VOiCE, BiC

= wilhholds madication or money fod
health care

= Hhirmaiens to “oul” ol lo kamily, (rieds.
Ca-weorkers o ofhers

= fhrealens lo prevent you Irom sssing
yous children

= posfcas poa inilo changing your body
back o whal ha of sl wanls i o ba

= redumed bo call you by your prabemesd
PO

o hits, Kicka, showes of theow Bings ol
you wihen jralous of angry

= Bhrealens you wilh a knile, gun o ol
WD

*» fonces you o have Bex oF do things
seually had you den't want o do

& (inks oF wses dregs and Deooeme
bossy, moody or violsnl

s fhwmatens io kil himsell or hamell i you
iyl e Rhe relahionshep

=[S 10 conyince you had the abuse i
youi, fault of Bl you dessna i

. YOU COULD BE A VICTIM OF
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

IF You TELL YOURSELF...

“She's only B his because of [he hormones,”
*i's mvy lmuill, | showldn'l provolos hm when he's
wred or siressed.”

“Ehe’s only lop thal because of all the crap she
has io pul up wilh ol thene,”

*He's goenna changs. Sha didn mean il Sha's

gefting coursaling.

*I's revy lasult; | weoulde' be in this siuadion i |
ksl imare lilkin @ “roal wornan or B 'reaT o
“If | bk fou Pelp, thiey T pist mahe e call the
police and They dom o Nans peopls of peopls
of oploe.®

You NEED TO KNOW...

Thess s NO excuse fof obuse [ug wes,
atress, frauema Bnd oppresaion may be tackon
but an abiussr CHOOSES hes or her Bohavior

the B 18 ks fault s part of e aboss cycs

& Irpns idantly has nothing 10 oo with being
abused Abiusa can happen o Bycne rogand-
lead of recd, mge, pender, saaual arsenlabon,
sice, “buichness.” class, reiigion, HY skalus
and abilty Arpons can ba 8 wclim and anyona
can be an abuser

o) don’t hawe [0 call Bhe pobos o ged haip
irom domesiic violmnoe programs, Counssing,

referrals, informaicn and support ane all Fmpor
tanl resounces. You also have B ngh o cad e
podes if you feel thieataned




IF YOU HEAR...

“Viou desans il becsusa you can'l pass.
Mo one belleves you arg @ ‘real man of
WA "

“Why dorl youl just lea? You don't
fusve anything bo lose smpway "

*People aleeady think (hat trans poopls
e ‘crazy’ — talking aboul sbuse just
confiems it

Know THE FACTS...

Mo one desenses 10 be abussd,

reganiiess of gender idenhificalion
Diesrnesdics viokBrnes i o crim,

Loaving an abusive relationabs Bl
easy for aryara. For lrans and
particulasty irams pocpbs of colod it may
b hardiar 10 seek halp, becaiss of
pregudics and discriminabon by providors
and lack of available resources

Talking sboul abuss n LGET
reinBonships allows wolims lo come
fonsmd, abusers o denlify and changa
fhasir beshireice and the community o
advocale for sooessible. alfirming
sanVices

IF ¥OU ARE BEING ABUSED....
+  Know hat the abuse i not your Tsult

« Maks a salety plan in case you need b leave

+ Seak prolessional help. Even if you mm nat
planning 1o loave your rslabonahkin, i o 8
supporive counselor; therapist or call a holine
o find owil abowl supEporieee resoUurces i your
Communiy

« Bg sune o gol medical aBendion for any
i irsn

Dont be afrald 1o gal] 811 If you ars in dangsr
OTHER RESOURCES

Albarny Gender Project
{B18) TEG-TREO

Color American Transgendered Soclety (CATS)
(B1E) S05-47T ext 411

Transgendered Indspendence Club [TGIC)
(518) 436-6780

HYS Ofice for the Preveniion of Domesiic
Vialente

www cod stafe oy us
You DON'T HAVE TO EXPLAIN TO US...

In Qur Own Violces
LGET Domestic Violence
Support Line
Monday-Friday, fam-3pm
(518)432-4341

24-Hour DV Hotlines

Albany—{518)432. 7865
Columbia and Greene—{518)043.9211
JT21-2173 or
(G1EjE42-3384
Renssalser={518)2 722370

Equal Rights for LGBT People

Leshinn, gay, biseaual and iransgender (LGET) Americans continue 10 face discrimination and persecution in all aspects of
everyday life. Employers fire, mistreat and deny benefits to LGBT workers. Leshians and gay men are denied the sbility
to protect their relationships, including the rght to marry. Gay kids are harassed in schools, refused recognition of gay
support clubs, and sometimes cven coerced into read Biblical passages condemnning homoscauality. And LGBT people face
enonmous obstacles |n raising farmilies due 10 laws and practices that screen them out as sdoptive panents and deny them
custody o wisitation rights.

Recent victories won trough strenuous ACLL legal and lobbying efforts have begun 1o change the climate. But we saill
have a long way o go to cnsure equal protection under the Law for LGET people.

What's At Stake: When any individisl is denied his or ber rights dus 10 their sexual ofentation or gender identity, the
Constitution i5 rendered liftle more than & meaningless piece of parchament,

The promise of equality guaranteed in the Constitution it not fulfilled when the state of Flonida dendes the right of two gay
men to adopt the HIV-positive foster children they hove cared for since birth. That promise is oot fulfilled when a five
year-old child of o lesbian couple is denied Social Sccurity sarvivor benefits. That promise is not fulfilled when partners in
a committed, loving relationship are denied the right o marry. And it is oot fulfilled in the 36 states where it is legal for
employers to fire someoae for being LGBT. for landlords to refuse to rent 1o same-sex couples, and for businesses to refuse
to serve LOAT people.

The ACLU Lasbian and Gay Rights Project works every day o kocp real mesning o the Constifution by gusmolecing
1 ciat | i I dienity o LGBT s

2004 Outlook: Last year's Supreme Court ruling in Lawrence o Texar struck down a Texas law that made most kinds of
sexunl intimacy & crime for same-sex coupled. In sweeping language, the Court agreed with the ACLU's argument that the
Constitution protects the rights of gay people io form intimale relatsonships and “retain their dignity os frec pemsons.”

The Lawrence nibing aleo invalidsied similer lows against sexual intimsey in 12 other aates and established a precedent thal
ACLU atomeys are now citing in efforts 1o fight other forms of discriminution agains! same-sex couples. This i the best

1 LA, 1
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We are also encournged by lost year's Massachusetis Supreme Count niling that recogniced the right of same-sex couples
to marry. The ACLU filed a fricnd-of-the court brief in Goodridige e al. v Depariment of Public Health in support of
couples who had been refused marriage Hoenses by the state. Our bried belped convince the Court o nle that “baming an
individual from the protections, benefita, and obligations af civil marmags solely becanse that pemon soalid marry & person
of the same i violates the Massachusetis Constifsiion.”

Howewer, o fierce backlash agninst LGBT rights has been unleashed Ivy these victories (and related ones in Canada) and is
certaln b grow even more vinlent over the coming monthe.  Protecting the “sanctity of marriage™ has already become the
manira of pandering politiciana in both panies snd support for & constitutional amendment that would prohibit same-sex
couples from marrying is building in Congress.

Far-right groups like the Chiristian Coalition and Family Research Counctl are rallying their supporien to defest the
wo-called “radical homoseaual agenda™ that in reality includes nothing more than securing basic rights heternsexuals take
for granted. Opponents of gay and lesbinn rights are pouring millions of dollars into their fear-mongening campalgn to
convince the American public and cur leaders in government thatl equal rights for leshians and gay men is somebow &
threat. We belicve thal people in Amernica know bettor and are no loager willing to accept discrimination and inequakicy.
E;lllﬂl} we have a launched our “Gier Bury, Get Equal " campaign {www.aclu.ong/getequal) to win full equality for

In addition to our efforts for full legal recognition of LOBT relationships, we will continue our work 10 ensure equal
wreatment for LGBT pecple by protecting the rights of LGBT parents and their children, ensuring a bias-free leaming
environmeni for students and seachers, and fighting discrimination kn employment, mamiage, housing, and public places.

ACLU Strategies: Our Lesbian & Gay Rights Project will continue to bring "impact™ lawsuits — cases designed 1o have s
significant effect on all cur lives, but panticelarly those of LGBT people — and promote laws and policies that will ensure
I'ullmlin-ndfl.im:l. The Project is staffed by experts in constitutional law and civil rights with decades of experience
handleig cases involving leshians and gay men, writing legislation, and Lltgating for fmir and equal treatment

Cognizant that equality for LGB T people requires changing laws a5 well as minds, we will continee 1o purse a thiee-
pronged strategy of ltigation, public education and individual empowerment. All throe strategies are being synthesized
and synergized in our Get Busy, Get Equal campaign, which helps individuals stand up for their own rights and become
effective advocates for the equal rights of all people,

NYCLU
New York Civil Liberties Union
Capital Region Chapter
90 Stale Street
Albany, New York 12207
Phone (518) 435-8504
Fax (518) 426-8341
WL Ny clu-Crc. o

NYCLU has public membership meetings every 2nd Monday of the month at the
Albany Public Library.




JESUS-JUDAS JUXTAPOSED
MEAL WILGUS

Gettogether, U (LEAK) — Jesus
Christ waes definitely pot married to
Mary Magdalene, it was learned today.,
but he wgs merried — fto Judas
Iscarict, Dr. Isococ Testament, a bible
scholor and traveling salesman in dia-
pers and munitions, teld reportfers that
hiz research proves that Jesus and
Judas hod a lifelorng relationship that
was recognized as a marrioge by the
other disciples, their friends and local
guthorities. “Yeu can forget about
Jesus surviving the crucifixon and run-
ning off to Egypt or India to raise
fomily with Mogdalene,” Testament
said, “couse that's just net how it
happened.”

Azked about the source of his
information and theory, Prof. Testa-
ment referred te the controversial
Dead Tea Scrolls which he claims te
hove dizcovered ot a restourant called
the Oil Press near Mount Olive, "Much
to my astonishment,™ Testoment test-
ified, "I found in o sub-cellar, zealed
off from the rest of the ancient es-
tablishment, the actusl remoins of the
Last Supper corry-out and, in the very
Silver Cholice irself, the actual remains
of the green tea that had been served
Inzpired by divine lite I brewed up a
eup for myself and when I read the tea
leaves at the bottom everything became
clear.”

The Jesus-Judas marriage was always
a loveshate relotionship, Testoment
said, with Jesus the smooth, confident
men-in-charge, ond Judos the jealous,
neurctic dependent, always suspicious of
betroyal. Things were only made worse
when Jesus took unto him the circle of
dizciples — a close-nit group of men
from Jesus' hometown who looked upon
Judss az an outzider. There were
arguments, disputes, spats, Testoment
reported, and when it got phyzical
Jezuz was :l:urt'r the wl'ﬂur “in o

nomviclent
< E3LS -mmm and J;mn.ul arcund

the dizciples and often kidded them
obout their personal flaws and sexual
preferences — something thot added to
Judes® sense of alienation. The final

MUSIC & POETRY OPEN MIC :;%gunmﬁ#ﬂdﬂ L.
with Tina Andrus h ’,d“
Every 3 Friday, ZPM g' 5 ; h:hq“ .
Sering Eagle Masick Shoppe R IO (0
123 Jav St. Schenectady ~contact them,

comel through the eye of his needle
come, Testament said, when Jesus told
the disciple Simon that he was going to
change his mame to Peter because he

s "hord as a reck.” When Simon-
Peter responded with o rude gesture
Judas stormed out of the upper room
where they were meeting and went to
the local suthorities to swear out o
domestic dispute charge,

Judas and the copz then followed
Jesus and his followers to the Ol Press
Café and while the authorities waited at
the deor Judas entered the gathering
humming “a kizz en the cheek maoy be
quite sacramental, but silver iz a boy's
bezt friend.” Judar thon appreached
Jesus but rather then giving him a peck
on the cheek he gave Jesus a full Al
Gore press, then slapped his foce and
shrieked, “How dore you freat me this
way?" That's when the cops moved in
ond arrested the Saver, asz he was
called, for resisting arrest.

Rev. Testament's account i chal-
lenged by Dr. Chopter Versa, whose
own theory iz that Jesus was the meek
af the earth while Judaz was the Angry
Young Disciple who deminated his every
move, "My study of the Dead Grope
Scrolls show that the men hod been
drinking wine all evening and were deep
in their cups,”™ Dr. Versa said. “When
Jesus mildly said he'd pasz over the
lamb, Judas flew inte o rage ond killed
him on the zpot — leaving the other
disciples to cover up the erime and
miake it look like a eruci-fiction, ™

Testament later iszved a statement in
which he dismizsed Versa's version as
ridiculous and without legs, “Typically,”
Testement wrote, “Versa's position de-
fends the little-end view of things and
is tofolly without merit or evidential
support, The Dead Tea position, on the
other hand, takes the big-end point of
view and i clearly the outhentic
account,”

Both stories end with Judas' death —
Testament's invehing self -cruici-fiction
and Versa's with suicide by @ disciple.
Ecumenical authorities maintain there (2
truth in both versions of the story and
hope that a compromise can be worked
out. All sides ogreed that ot the very
least Magdolene hos been put To rest.
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FHCH THE CUTTING BOOM FLODR

I's & smooth operatar
in the aperating room
and boy do I clean up,
3oee tlamus hHere

go=e muscle there,

it'e eoough to £111 =y cup.

The doctor's work

im to make a change

in how the patlent worka.
And what they leare

in leftover parts

inm one of my mejor perks.

I don't make migh

in an hourly mage

but & howl won't leave =y lipas,
leguse my ayea llght up

when I think about

the fortune | make in tips!

Feal Wilgus
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Transsexual Pre-Op M to F, soon to be posi-
op. 45, 6 M, reddish hair, blue eyes,
attractive, sense of humor and
understanding,. Secks good man or
transwoman age 38-60, drug free, any race,
open minded for friendship or playmate.
Let's talk. Reply to;

Boxholder 3705

State Rt 9N

Port Henry NY

12974

I am a 40 year old crossdresser looking for
couples or ladies to spend time with. I'm
well built with long blonde hairr All a
woman does. If | sound ok to vou call
anytime 518-856-0079 or write;, B. Maxwell
P.O. Box 5 Dickinson Center NY 12930

White Male, Late 30's, Fit, 5'7", 165#, Drug &
Disease Froe, In Search Of A Local TV Girl
To Fulfill Fantasy. I'm Ready To Try
Something Different. Safe And Discreet, No
Strings.

T.M. P.O, Box 604 Albany NY 12201,

37 yewr old whitc male seeks pre-op
transsexual or passable cross dresser 18-25
years old for discreet times and/or hot letters,
Looks, weight, breast sire uni t but
please be between 18-25 only. Email:

John3tiearthlink net
John PO Box 92303 Warren M1 48092
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Hi Honey,

Wiell, it's beén a long time, hasn §7 | nolice thel Susen Pos, having wom oul her wilcomas wilh
sl nciuding old friends ke mysall, wore ool her welcoma with you oo, Lasving you radhiest in tha lunch, |
ahould say,

Ihwrf:.m had big problems Qelting your Heo-puSsy 1o work ight. Il your sunpery had taken place in New
Yok, this New York lewyer would have jumped 1o take your malpractice casa, umﬂummmr:
Ml FUR. Yiou

by men with big dicks, But when they do, they tear up your iInsides. You will never have the dick-in-pussy, oid-
fashinred plory you wanted So now whst?
| sugges! a new amangement, Now that Susan is out of the pecture. First off, | LOVE 1o eal pussy and § saw that
Susan™s sating you oul was fundamentsl io your relabonaip. | enjoy that and | coukd do you vory well that way.
And, while your vagina may not be in condition for Se;wus fucking, your anus still s Fm surely not the only

Bob Black s PoBe 3112 Albanyuy’ 12207

Oops, I'm still here. Sorry about your wishful
thinking and projection. -Susan Poe

//
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The Difference Between Transgéndefe-d People

I do believe that one of the key questions in Trans-
manifestions of transgression are qualatatively di or
quantatively Are we

are we tallang about different ways

It 1z clear to me that the
behavior as inherently
ﬂ:mlum
pnﬁrmmmmuumwﬂhmm There is less
gﬂmmmﬂn{ﬁmﬂmmmmmmd
expression is seen as similar, as rooted in the same way across a

hwmmdhuwh between us and other

mmw: in nlnut.n OUr OWTL
wﬂ?mum;m;m:mrm:w

mﬁnﬂmnmmqmﬂmﬂﬁmdmu.m
the differences

While this self justification is useful for individual purposes, it is
contrary to 4 shared story that allows us lo come together to make
mqmdpl:llin nh:ngnlhnnmuumﬁnthmﬁruw'qu::hﬁ

. today. {humﬁpnhuulmﬂ Ihtpnlm:d!:_:nhmﬂutm
e groups effectiveness, especially if it is
ﬁﬂhmhMﬁmmmmmmm

erences change over = crossdressers becoming transsexuals,
heterosexuals becoming bisexuals and on and op. ge

Personally, I cringe al the words "differential di is" and would never
starta mmm:ﬁmnarmgmiumdmﬁqmum
that strive for "one-of-each” representation seem to me to miss the tht

we are all individuals, speaking for ourselves. An FTM does not speak for all
FTMs any more than a crossdreser speaks for all crosadressers,

I have been though the mcks upon meks of stuffed study skins of birds,
coming from the era of sholgun omithology, where scientists worked hard 1o
idenufy difference and variation. In life, though, studying the behaviors of
birds, we tend to soc similartics, patterns, and see vanation as

adaptability, a facet of how individuals respond to a rolein a complex

ECOSyELEm.

| am much more interested in that living community than in clinical dissection
of individuals. Anne Bolin says "In cultures where gender is rigidly bi-

lar, nituals of gender transgression remind us of our continuous comman
m iy,

This seems to be a key point of Trans-theory discussion: are we focused on
classification or on "continuous common humanity 7™

Callan
The Difference Between Transgendered People

What are the differences between transgendered people” On one hand they are
unlistable — to follow a transgendered path is inherently an individual
journey, and each one of us is as distinct and unique as a mi.
Transgendened people come from different families, are identified as differcnt
races, grew up in d].[fn:tﬂlt cultures, with different religions and widely
varying desires of all types.

But they key differences in our transgendering are le. It is the balance
h:ngh;?vw:ukewhuwm m—nwbndﬂpwlﬂm our history
-- and how much we reinvent ourselves. From the gay man who adivan
mup]:ufumum.mﬂmhmhlublmwhnuvurmmuhmbl.nmnmm
a woman, to the heterosexual crossdresser who looks hke a woman but

identifies as a man, 1o transsexual bom male and living as
women, and on on, we all have to find that balance for ourselves.
There are many, many factors in how each one of us makes that balance. They

include physical mdﬂmmﬁmlyﬂmﬂmmns others,
ngﬂﬁdmhmmm*pﬂnrmm&mmm:

hud:,rwuhuu:nﬂ:: mﬁnrlh: ender you present. Each one of us
::muh:u A Im]a'lmhlﬁlllhud
ut'hurmd llnul'm:lmllhm: ifferent challenges than a large

aging male. Testosterone is a magic substance, especially when
n%mn@ wth, and the results are hard to crase - adams apples, larger
frames, beard and hair, lowered voices and so on. The same ssue applies
to transgendered e bomn fernale — some pass with ease, others have
challenges. -

:hbhnﬂhwihudulhu*mdrhndym
as well as can come from a knowledge of the side effects o
drugs & surgery, lmimmwﬁnmmﬂmmuhamum
the requirement to move back and forth between the genders. They may know
that no matter bow much they modify their body, they will never pass. Others
N i ks . B will G O e T ek Sy St of
crase : Ot miore O
transgender in the future, g

Family & social issues are also a challenge. We each have obligations to
social networks, and gender shift can cause a problem. If, for example, we
have to act as a man at work, we cannol casily be a woman al other times, or
we may nol be able to switch back. Lots of social networks have this demand
mmﬂ“hthﬁmﬂhﬂﬂhhﬂumpﬁpﬁmﬂmﬂbﬂm
own person in some sort of balance.

transition, those social 1ssues can sull hed:.lllmging. We
pressure when we transition, having to keep our defenses

Em in

: whwnu hm.ﬂhﬁngmnupatﬂmum nfagwdw

m'-rm‘:mt we ofien raise defenses that show our history rather than

Mmmﬂnlmﬂmﬁ.m:p}rmmnﬂmﬂmhﬁ

other gay men, becoming a woman means that she has to start dating
men — quite & jump. The same COIMES in many ways — butr.h jans

who face becoming straight men, straight men who face
m@lmmmmwm Whl:ﬂ::rtmpmplnwhnhlw
they are not casy, and many le solve this problem by
the sysiem of ’dutumﬁgimh

to avoid lhtpm-'l:nlmu with mixed messages, thereby also avoiding the benefits
of connection.

Some people, of course, change their ohject of desire as they gender-shift,

guing from a straight man who loves women (o a straight waini wha loves men,
I these shifts also involve real challenges. Desire shift is v

challenging, and & major reason Wh:.r people have to wiark hard to balance who

they have been and who they are becoming

All of these shifts, tn leaming new behaviors, dealing with social .
political goals and the challenges of desire, mean that trans people
are forced into & kind of adolescence a3 they -ahift. They have 1o
learn new ways of being before they can casily jettison the old ones they need
io live - and there may be some ¢ that they choose ot to make, After
all, simply moving from one constricting box to another is not often the most
desirnble way to change,

Thunn.:lu.r:uffnlmtmdpul in transgendered people, the mix of genders
Ih.ll is visible in their bodies, voices, actions and choices, can be

seting to people. They may sce that someone is calling themselves “she”
l.rlu still acting ns a "he® or vice-versa. We may see, for example, someone
whio looks, scts and walks like o woman but still identifies as a gay man,
simply because ghe doesn't choose to become a straight woman.

Whal makes transgendered ¢ different? It ts not the fact that all
hnv::m;mdutdspuk,ﬂ?&thm-tﬂhﬂunm gﬂﬂ.{lﬁhﬂu
nok deemed ate for peaple of their birth sex, for this is what they
share, They are , working to follow the  of their
beart in the a world that has expectations that our genitals define who we
are.

What makes transgendered people different from each other is how they balance
what they are given and how they remnvent thenselves. Some work hard for
total reinvention, and others live primarily with what they are given with
onty a ghmpse of their transgressive heart. To support transgendered people,
the challenge is to open up room for people to more fully express their

hearts, while still being accepted in body, networks and desire.

()

trannies in love p.o.box 171 sch'dy ny 12301
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